Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 06652 181540Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EURE-00 SSO-OO INRE-00 USIE-00 
ACDA-07 A-01 OC-06 CCO-OO 10-13 CIAE-00 PM-05 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
NSCE-00 OMB-Ol TRSE-00 IGA-02 /083 W 

101344 181547Z/40 

O 181456Z JUL 77 

FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1619 

SECDEF WASHDC 

INFO JCS WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY ANKARA PRIORITY 

USMISSION NATO PRIORITY 

USNMR SHAPE 

USDELMC 

USCINCEUR 

CINCUSNAVEUR 

CINCUSAFE 

USDOCOSOUTH 

DIRNSA 

SECRET ATHENS 6652 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, MASS, GR, US 

SUBJECT: U.S.-GREEK DEFENSE COOPERATION NEGOTIATIONS SUCCESSFULLY 
CONCLUDED 

1 . THE FULL U.S. AND GREEK DELEGATIONS, HEADED BY 
AMBASSADORS KUBISCH AND CHRYSOSPATHIS, MET BRIEFLY ON MONDAY, 

JULY 18, TO ACKNOWLEDGE FORMALLY THE RESOLUTION OF ALL 
ISSUES IN THESE NEGOTIATIONS AND THE COMPLETION OF AGREED 
TEXTS FOR ALL DOCUMENTS (26 IN ALL) ASSOCIATED WITH THE U.S.- 
GREEK DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT. (ADDRESSEES SHOULD 
CONSIDER THIS CONFIDENTIAL UNTIL INITIALING AND PUBLIC ACKNOW- 
LEDGEMENT LATER THIS MONTH.) 
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2. IN DESCRIBING THIS SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE AS ONE OF THE 
HIGH POINTS OF HIS THREE- YEAR TENURE IN ATHENS, AMBASSADOR 
KUBISCH EXPRESSED HIS SATISFACTION AND APPRECIATION FOR GREEK 
EFFORTS AND COOPERATION IN MAKING ITS ACHIEVEMENT POSSIBLE 
BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE. HE VOICED HIS THANKS AND CONGRATULATIONS 
TO MEMBERS OF BOTH THE U.S. AND GREEK TEAMS FOR THEIR DILIGENCE, 
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PERSEVERANCE, AND PROFESSIONALISM IN PRODUCING A BODY OF 
AGREED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE DESIGNED TO SERVE AND STRENGTHEN 
U.S. AND GREEK MUTUAL SECURITY INTERESTS AND WHICH CAN BE SUPPORTED 
BY BOTH PEOPLES IN A DEMOCRATIC ENVIRONMENT. REFERRING TO HIS 
RECENT AGREEMENT WITH FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS, AMBASSADOR 
ALSO EXPRESSED THE DESIRE THAT ARRANGEMENTS BE MADE QUICKLY FOR 
THE ANNOUNCED FORMAL CONCLUDING ROUND ENDING WITH INITIALING OF 
ALL THE AGREED TEXTS AND A PUBLIC COMMUNIQUE TO THIS EFFECT 
DURING THE LAST FEW DAYS IN JULY. 

3. AMBASSADOR CHRYSOSPATHIS, IN A SIMILARLY CONGRATULATORY 
AND APPRECIATIVE MANNER, WELCOMED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO NOTE THE 
"SATISFACTORY SETTLEMENT” OF ALL DCA ISSUES ON THE EVE OF THE 
AMBASSADOR'S DEPARTURE. HE SAID THIS MEETING "SEALS" THE 
AGREEMENT OVER WHICH REPRESENTATIVES OF BOTH SIDES HAD LABORED 
LONG AND HARD DURING THE PAST TWO AND ONE HALF YEARS. 

POINTING TOWARD A FORMAL, FINAL SESSION AND INITIALING THIS MONTH, 
CHRYSOSPATHIS PROVIDED A DRAFT COMMUNIQUE FOR STUDY BY THE U.S. 
DELEGATION. (SEPTEL) 

4. BOTH SIDES AGREED THAT DCM MILLS AND CHRYSOSPATHIS AND 
THEIR RESPECTIVE TEAM MEMBERS WOULD MEET IN THE NEXT DAY OR 
TWO TO REFINE THE SCENARIO AND WORK OUT FINAL ARRANGEMENTS 
LEADING TO THE PUBLIC ROUND AND INITIALING WHICH WOULD MARK 
THE FORMAL PUBLIC END TO THIS PHASE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. 
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5. COMMENT: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING WAS TO 
LOCK THE GREEKS INTO THE AGREEMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN REACHED 
ON ALL THE TEXTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE DCA AND THUS MAKE IT 
HARDER FOR THEM TO SEEK FURTHER CHANGES BETWEEN NOW AND THE TIME 
THE DOCUMENTS ARE FORMALLY AND PUBLICLY INITIALED. NEVERTHELESS, 
WE SHOULD ANTICIPATE THAT THEY WILL WANT SOME MINOR CHANGES, 
PARTICULARLY AS THEY TRANSLATE INTO THE GREEK LANGUAGE 

THE AGREED TEXTS COVERING THE RECENT ISSUES ADDRESSED. HOPEFULLY, 
WE WILL BE ABLE TO HOLD ANY SUCH CHANGES TO LINGUISTIC 
ALTERATIONS AND AVOID ANYTHING WHICH MIGHT IMPACT ON THE POLICY 
OR LEGAL ASPECTS OF THE ISSUES INVOLVED. 

KUBISCH 
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